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The Right Worshipful the Lord Mayor
of Leicester

Councillor Manjula P Sood - is the first Asian
female Lord Mayor in the United Kingdom. She was
born in Ludhiana and married in Amritsar, Punjab in
India. Her parents were settled in Kenya. She post
graduated from Punjab University and worked for John
Hopkins, University Baltimore, USA. The Lord Mayor
came to Leicester in 1970 to join her husband and in
1972 gained education in PGCE at Leicester University.

Since 1973, she has taught at the local primary schools,
being one of the first Asian female primary school
teachers. She taught at Marriott Junior, Bridge Junior,
East Park Primary and Spinney Hill Primary Schools.

The Lord Mayor first represented the Abbey Ward,
following the sudden death of her husband Clir Paul
Sood, from 1996 until 2003. Since 2003 she has
proudly represented the Latimer Ward and the Golden
Mile - Belgrave Road.

Over the past 10 years the Lord Mayor has served on a
number of major committees as vice chair of social
services, education, equal opportunities, housing,
licensing, and chair of the Health Commission and was
previously Cabinet Lead for Health and Well-being.

She is Governor for Spinney Hill Primary School and
Leicester College and Ex Governor of Abbey Primary
School, Trustee and Executive of the Leicester Council
of Faiths. She was also Chair of Naari Lets and Non
Executive Director for NHS Trust and Trustee for North
Memorial Homes. She is currently Public Relations
Officer for Fibromyalgia disability group - a medical
condition she suffers with. She is also a keen supporter
of Fair Trade and LeicestHer Day Trust.

The Lord Mayor has two sons; Manish is a teacher and
City Councillor and Mitesh is Assistant Vice President
to a City bank and was recently married to Sheenal.
Both sons have gained University Degrees.

The Lord Mayor raises money for charities and
sponsors children overseas, as well as raising funds for
a fluid warmer cabinet for the Accident Emergency Unit
at the Leicester Royal Infirmary.

She is the proud holder of the Woman of the Year for
Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland and also cares for
her 84 year old mother Mrs Raj Bowry.

Lord Mayor’s Consorts

Councillor Manish Sood

The Lord Mayor’'s Consort was born in Leicester and
educated at Alderman Richard Hallam Primary School
and Beaumont Leys and Crown Hills Secondary
Schools. He attended WQEIC College in Leicester.
Manish has worked in hotel and catering, education and
finance industries and has taught in both city and
county primary and secondary schools, as well as
lecturing at local FE colleges. He has also worked at
Thames Valley University.



